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MEMORANDUM TO: All Interested Parties 
 
FROM:   Michael C. Shoemaker, Executive Director 
 
DATE:    November 20, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:   Addendum to the 2008 Ohio School Design Manual 
    to Provide for Solar Ready Schools 
 
 
 
This memorandum provides requirements and guidelines for solar ready schools and is an 
addendum to the 2008 Ohio School Design Manual.  
 
Roof Space and Shading Requirements 
 
The designer shall designate areas on the roof plan that are suitable for future solar 
photovoltaic installation where the roof area remains free of shade from 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm solar time every day.  No obstructions shall exist on the roof within the designated 
solar area.  Obstructions to the south, east or west of the designated solar area shall be 
limited in height to avoid shading the area.  To the extent possible, any equipment, pipes, 
conduit and vent stacks should be located north of the designated solar area. 
 
Select tree species and planting locations so that the mature trees will not shade roof areas 
that are suitable for solar installation. 
 
Structural Requirements 
 
New roof structures should be designed to anticipate a future additional dead load in areas 
suitable for solar photovoltaic installation.  The designer shall seek direction from the 
school district on design parameters for future photovoltaic installation.  In the absence of 
specific direction, the designer may assume that the photovoltaic panels are mounted 
parallel to the roof slope. 
 
Electrical System Access 
 
Provide an adequately sized chase from the main electrical room, electrical service closets 
and the mechanical room to the roof if the building is multi-story.  Locate the electrical 
room on an exterior wall (north side preferred) or plan for shading an adjacent exterior 
electrical equipment pad.  Indicate on the site plan a 10’ by 10’ area reserved for a future 
outdoor pad for electrical equipment adjacent to the electrical equipment room.  
 
Optional: Reserve 6 linear feet of wall space adjacent to the main electrical panel for 
future installation of inverters.  
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Building Massing and Orientation 
 
If new building massing is dominantly rectangular, it is preferred to orient the long axis to the east–west 
cardinal points. 
 
Waiver 
 
The provisions for solar readiness may be waived by the Commission when the building is shaded, or will 
be shaded, or when other conditions exist that make use of the roof area for solar energy production 
impractical.  Requests for waiver shall be submitted to the variance committee. 
 
 


