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BACKGROUND
• 132nd General Assembly passed House Bill 318 and it was signed into 

law on August 3, 2018
• Ohio Department of Public Safety

• Ohio Facilities Construction Commission

• Conduct a study of school security in Ohio
• Physical building security

• School resource officers

- Examine findings

- Provide options for cost-effective building security upgrades

- Make recommendations for improving school security



SURVEY TO SCHOOLS

• August 22, 2018

• Goal:

• Create questions to generate honest feedback and unbiased results 



SURVEY RESULTS

• 66% Rate of return

• 3,737 buildings

• Public and nonpublic schools with varying grade levels 

represented 



KEY AREAS OF FOCUS
• Current security features

• Security features perceived as essential

• School resource officer hours in building

• Alternative security personnel

• What security measures do you feel are important?



CURRENT SECURITY FEATURES



FINDINGS



FINDINGS



SECURITY FEATURES PERCEIVED 
AS ESSENTIAL



FINDINGS
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FINDINGS



SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
HOURS IN BUILDING



FINDINGS
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ALTERNATIVE SECURITY 
PERSONNEL



FINDINGS



REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS

#1. Risk Assessment

#2.  Safety and Security Guidelines for K-12 Schools

#3.  Cost Effective Security Upgrades 



#1 RISK ASSESSMENT

• Risk assessment and “all-hazards” safety plan

• Updated annually

• Include physical security measures 



#2 SAFETY AND SECURITY 
GUIDELINES FOR K-12 SCHOOLS
• Review the “Safety and Security Guidelines for K-12 Schools”

• Created by Partner Alliance for Safer Schools (PASS)

• Five location based layers of protection (from district to classroom)

• Physical building security components

• Architectural

• Communication

• Access control

• Video surveillance

• Detection and alarms



#2 PASS CHECKLIST: DISTRICT-
WIDE LAYER



#2 PASS CHECKLIST: DISTRICT-
WIDE LAYER-CONT’D



#2 PASS CHECKLIST: PROPERTY 
PERIMETER LAYER



#2 PASS CHECKLIST: PARKING LOT 
PERIMETER LAYER



#2 PASS CHECKLIST: BUILDING 
PERIMETER LAYER



#2 PASS CHECKLIST: CLASSROOM/ 
INTERIOR PERIMETER LAYER



#3 COST EFFECTIVE SECURITY 
UPGRADES
• Analysis of cost-effectiveness is highly individualized  

• Professional design and/or security consultants 

• Develop costs and benefits of the security measure

• Local decision

• Weigh effectiveness vs. cost

• Appendix 5 includes nine specific cost examples



ADDITIONAL SCHOOL SAFETY 
RESOURCES
• OFCC School Security Grant Program

• Bureau of Workers Compensation Grant Program for

School Security

• HB 318’s School Safety Training Program

• Center for P-20 Safety and Security



OFCC SCHOOL SECURITY GRANT 
PROGRAM
• $5,000 for the purchase of an entrance security system at one main 

entrance per school

• $2,000 for one emergency communications system per building
• 80% of eligible schools participated / $15.7 million awarded

• 1.7 million students served

• 3,386 school buildings affected

• 5,214 grants awarded

• 2,460 entrance grants 

• 2,754 emergency communications system grants



BWC GRANT PROGRAM FOR 
SCHOOL SECURITY
• $4 million in grants in two years for school safety and security 

• Provides 3-1 matching grants up to $40,000 to:

• Licensed public and private pre-K-12 educational facilities for: 

• Incident response equipment

• Building/grounds/transportation security enhancements

• Safety interventions



HB 318’S SCHOOL SAFETY 
TRAINING PROGRAM

• Ohio Attorney General’s Office

• Public, chartered nonpublic, schools operated by county boards of

developmental disabilities

• $12 million in grants to pay for school safety programs

and training

• More than 1,700 schools qualified for grants



CENTER FOR P-20 SAFETY         
AND SECURITY

• Ohio Homeland Security

•Goal:  provide guidance and direction to promote physically safe

and emotionally secure environments

• School climate

• Safety

• Security

• Emergency management concerns



CONTACT
OHIO HOMELAND SECURITY

(614) 387-6171

Email: HomelandSec@dps.ohio.gov

Website: HomelandSecurity.ohio.gov

OHIO FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION COMMISSION

(614) 466-6290

Email:  info@ofcc.ohio.gov

Website:  ofcc.ohio.gov 



QUESTIONS?
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